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THE MANIPUR IRRIGATION BILL, 1977

(As passed by the Legislative Assembly, Manipur on 25-10-77)

An

Act

To make the iaw relating to irrigation and draina'ge and levy of
Water rates and betterment contribution and matters connected therewith,

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Manipur in the twenty eight
year of the Republic of India as follows :

CHAPTER

1. (1) This Act may be called the Manipur Irrigation Act, 1977.

(2) It extends to the whole of Manipur State.

(3) It shall come into force on such date d the Sfate Govéis
ment, may, by notification in Official Gazette, appoint and different
dates may be appointed for different areas of the State.

2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires :

(a)

(b)

(©

@
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“betterment contribution” means contribution levied under
Chapter VI of this Act ; -

“betterment levy officer” means such officer as the State
Government may appoint t6 be the betterment levy officer
in respcet of any area of the Irrigation work, or pértion of
an irrigation work:

“canal officer’”] means an officer exercising control over a
sub-division of an irrigatien work or portion of an irrigation
work appointed by the State Government;

“canal revenue” includes water rate, betterment coptribution,
waisr ce3s  crop cfs, licence fee for fishing, navigation, sale
of grass, trees and other produce from the: land belonging
to Irrigation work, proceeds from lease of land belonging
to irrigation work and from water mills;

“collector’” means the head revenue officer of a district and
includes a Deputy Commissioner or other officers appointed
under this Act to exercise ail or any of the powers of a
Collector; :

‘““cuiturable commanded area” means all lands which are fit

" for cuitivation under irrigable command of an irrigation work;
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ssdivisional canal officer” means an officer exercising control
aver a division of an irrigation work or portion of the irriga-

tion work appeinted by the State by notification in the Gazette;

“drainage work” includes—
)

(i) channels, either natural or artificial, for the discharge
of waste or surplus water, and all works connected with
or auxiliary to such channels;

(ii) escape chanpels from an irrigation work dams weirs,
embankments, flood embankments, sluices, groynes and
other works connected therewith, but does not include
works for the removal of sewage;

(iii) any work in connection with a system of reclamation
. made or improved by State Government for the purpose
of dramage of an area ; and

(iv)  all field drains ;

“field chanpel” means a chanpel constructed by owners or
occupiers or constructed by the State Government on their
behalf and at their cost to serve the various fields within
a block of 40 hectares or as may be prescribed and main-
tained by such owners or occupiers and includes existing
water courses constructed or maintained by the owners or
occupiers ;

Explanation:—Existing means existing at the time of the coming into

6))
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M

force. of this Act.

“field drains’® include drains, escape channels and other
similar works constructed & maintained by the owners or
occupiers by the State Government on behalf and at the
cost of the owners or occupiers ;

“flood embankment” means any embankment constructed or
maintained by the State Government ic connection with any
system of irrigation or reclamation works for the protection
of lands from inundation or which may be declared by the State
Government to be maintained in conmection with any such
system, and iocludes all groynes, spurs, dams and other pro-
tective works connected with such embankment ;

“irrigation work™ includes :—

(i) all reservoirs, tanks, dams, weirs, canals barrages, channels,
domestic water supply works, pipes, ponds, spring ponds,
spring channels, aqueducts, sluices, pumping installation
constructed, maintammed or controlled by the State Govern-
ment for the supply or storage or water;

(iiy all works, embankments, structures, conirol structures
including outlets, supply and escape channels connected
with such reservoirs, tanks, dams, weirs, canals, barrages
chapnels, domestic water supply works, pipes, ponds,
spring ponds, spring channels aqueducts, sluices, pumping
installations, and all roads comstructed for facilitating



" (m)

(n)
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®)

(q)

)

the construction or maintenance of such reservoirs, tanks,
dams, weirs, canals, barrages, channels, domestic water
supply works, pipes ponds, spring ponds, spring chan-
nels, agueducts, sluices and pumping installations ; :

(iii) all drainage works, flood embankments, wells, water
courses, and field channels ; .

(iv) any part of a river, stream, lake or natural collection
of water or natural drainage channels and ground waters
to which the State Government has applied the provi-
sions of Chapter 11 of this Act; and

(v) all lands held by the State Government for the purpose,
of such reservoirs, tanks, weirs, canals, barrages, chan-
nels, domestic water supply works, pipes, ponds, spring
channels, aqueducts, sluices, pumping installations and all
buildings, machinery, fences, gates and other erection upon

such lands.
«lands under irrigable command” means such lands as are
irrigated or capable of being irrigated by the flow or

lift from an irrigation work being under its command and
shall include also such cultivated land which receive in the
opinicn of the Divisional Canal Officer, by percolation or
otherwise from an irrigation work or by indirect flow, perco-
lation or drainage from or through adjoining land, an advantage
beneficial to the crop ;

«potification” means a notification published in the official
Gazette ; .

“Qccupier”’ includes and occupier of land or property who
cultivates or possesses the same for the time being ;

«on-farm development” includes aay of the following works—

(i) land-levelling and land-shaping, including realig@ment of
field boundaries ;

(ii) providing of falls, culverts and farm roads in she fields;

(i) land reclamation by use of engineering, biological and

chemical measures, incliding reaching ;
(iv) contour bunding and nala bunding ;

(v) such other works as may be necessary or incidental to
development of land or ground or flow water potential
and for optimising the utilisation of land and water
resources ;- .

«¢qutlet” includes an opening, constructed by the State Govern-

ment in an irrigation work through which water is delivered

into a water course or field channel or directly on to any
land ;

«owner” includes every pesron having intersst in ownership

of land or property and all rights and obligations which

N
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_ (2) As soon as practicable after the issue of a notification under
“sub-section (1), the- Divisional Canal Officer or any officer duly
empowered under this Act shall cause public notice to be given at
gonvenient places such as stating that the State Government intends
to -apply or use the water referred to in that sub-section.

- -(3) The application or use of the said water or appiicaticn or
use of water of any irrigation werk under the management or control
of the State Government shall te regulated according to the provisions
of this Act.

(4) Where the State Government is of the opinion that in the
interest of proper irrigation from any irrigation work constructed or
proposed to be constructed it is necessary to control the construction of
wells for any purpose other than exclusively domestic use, either on
personal or community basis, in any area- or areas the State Govern-
ment may by notification specity such area or areas, and thereupon
no person shall within such area or areas, construct any such well
except with the previous sanction of the State Government or other
authority authorised by the State Government ‘n this behalf, and subject
fo such conditions as the State Government or such authority may
impose.

(5) Where the State Government is of the opinion that in the inte-
rest of proper irrigation from any irrigation work coastructed or proposed
to be constructed it is necessary to regulate the operation of the existing
wells for any purpose other than exciusively domestic use, either on
personal or community basis, in any area ¢T areas the State Govern-
ment may by notification specify such area or areas and impose
such cooditions as it may deem fit with regard to extracticn of water
therefrom. Thereupon no person shall within such area or-areas
éxtract water from such well except according to conditions which
the. State Government may im pose. '

(6) When the State Government is of the opinion that in the
interest of proper irrigation, a block or land under aiy existibg or
proposed irrigation work is to be transferred to anotber proposed or
¢xisting work or completely excluded from any eXisting work, the State
Government may by notification specify such areas and such works
to take effect from a date specified in the potification, not beiug earlier
than six months from the date thereof. :

‘ (7) When the State Government is of the opinion that in the
interest of proper utilisation of available water resources, it is necessary
to subject a block of land for temporary submersion without damage
to crops, the State Government may by notification specify such
areas and period of such submersion on a date specified in the
giotification, not’ being earlier than six moaths from the date thereof.

. 4 At ‘any time afier the day pamed in the potification under
sp}g—;gcno_n(l) of section 3, any Canal Officer duly empowered in this
Pehalf may enter on any land, remove any construction, close any
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5. Whenever it shall be necessary to make an enquiry or exami-
nation in connection with a projected irrigation work Or its construction
OF With the maintenance of an existing irrigation work or with the
application or yge of the water of any irrigation work for the
purpose of regulation, supply or storage of water, avy canal officer
duly empowered jn this behalfr may —

(b) undertake Surveys or take levels thereon ;
(¢) dig and bore into the sub-soil ;

(d; where otherwise such inquiry cannot be completed, cut down
and clear away any standing crop, fence or Jjungle ;

the Land Acquisition Act, 1394 (Act 7 of 1894) to the effect
that land in that locality " js likely to be needed for a public
purpose ; and

(f; set Up and maintajn gauge discharge of aj Medsurement
stations and do all other things necessary for purposes of
such inquiry and-examination,

f. Any Canaj Officer duly cmpowered in this behalf may enteg
upon any lapd, building, water cour.e or feld channel on account of
hich any water rate is chargeable for the purpose of inspecting of
regulating the uge of the water supplied, or of measuring the land
irrigated thereby or chargeable with a canal revenue and doing all things
neCessary for the Proper regulation apg Mmanagement of the irrigation
works from Which such water js supplied.,

7. (1) In case of any accident beinyg apprehended or kappening to
an irrigation work, any cana] officer Cmpowered in this behalf may
enter upon of into any mmovable property in the neighbourhaod

may be necessary for the purpose of preventing such accident of
Iepairing any damage done, ‘ '

(2) In determining compensation for taking trees and other mate-
rials apnd princ.ples laid down in section 60 shall be fol!owcd.__

8. Where any irrigation work is being damaged or damage ts
any ircigation work is apprehenced due to floods, any Canal Officer
duly empowered in this “behalf may, in the interest of the safesy of
tke irrigation Work regulate the floods by operating gates of -gated.

Waste weir on the irrication work o regulate the Canal ag the case: -
may be, ' ' '
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9. Where a Canal Officer proposes under the provision of
sections 5,6, or 7 to enter into -amy building of enclosed court or
garden attached to a dwelling house, not supplied with water from
an jrrigation work, and not adjacent to a flood embankment, he

shall give to the occupier of such building, court or garden such reason-

able prior notice as the urgency of the case will allow.
10, Canal Crossings :

(1) There shall be provided at the cost of the State Govern-
iment suitable means of crossing canals constructed or maintained
at the cost of the State Government at such places as the State
Govt. thinks necessary for the reasonable convenience of the inhabitants

. .of the adjacent lands.

, (2) No suit shall lie in a Civil court against the State Government
to enforce the conmstruction of a crossing of a Canal, or to enforce
the alterating of a crossing or for compensation for damage arising
from the absence or imadequacy of any crossing, or tobe modified
or set aside any scheme frame or ordered passed under this section.

Explanation :—Suitable means of crossing Canals include means

“-for the passage of traffic and of water.

11. If the State Government is satisfied that any land for the
construction of - an irrigation work, excluding water courses, field
chapnels and field drains or for the maintenance, improvement or
extension of an existing irrigation work excluding water courses, field

- chapnels and field drains, is needed, the State Govt. may acquire the

land by following the provisions of the land acquisition Act, 1894 (Act
1 of 1894) except to_the extent specifically stated to the contrary in
this chapter.

12. (1) Notwithstanding anything to the countrary in the Land

_Acquisition Act, 1894 (Act 1 of 1894) the Collector may after holding

_such enquiry as the dcems necessary make an estimate of the amount
of compensation payable in respect of the land, needed for purposes
specified in section 11 of this Act, for which declaration under

_section 6 of the aforesaid Act has been made, including compensation
for the standing crops, trees and structuses, if any, on such land and

.for any physical damage caused to them, within three months of

the declaration. ;

(2) The Collector may take possession of the land after tendering

the estimated amount of compens:tion, as stated in sub-clause(l), to
the person having an interest in the land and the land shall there-

_upon vest absolutely in the State Government free from all encumbrances.

(3) If 2ny person having an interest in the land acquired by
_the State Government does not agree with the estimated amount of
“compensaticn, he may require that the matter be referred by the
Collector for determination by the court in accordance with section 18
of the Land Acquisition Act, 1894 (Act1 of 1894).

(4) In all other matters relating to compensatioﬁ including

_principles for - determining compensation, the provision of the Land
_Acquisition Act, 1394 (Act I of 1894) shall be applicable.
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| CHAPTER 111 |
WATER COURSES AND FIELD CHANNELS

13. (1) Notwithstanding anything contajned to the contrary in this
Act and subject to the rules prescribed by the State Government in this
behalf, the Divisional Canal Officer may on his own motion or on
the application of an owner or occupier, ‘prepare a draft Sscheme
to provide for all or any of the matters, namely :

(a) the coastruction, alteration, extension and realignment-
of any water course, or existing water course constructed.
or maintained by the owners or occupiers ; !

(b) reallotment of areas served by one water course to-
another ;

(c) the lining of anmy water_course ;

(d) the occupation of land for the deposit of soil from
water course clearance ; .

(¢) any other matter which is necessary for the proper main-
tenance aund Jistribution of supply of water from.a water

course.

(2) Every scheme prepared under sub-section (1) shall amongst
other matters, set out the estimated cost thereof, the realignment
of any water course or existing water course, as the case may be
the site of the outlet, the particulars of the OWDers or occupiers
to be benefitted and other persons who may be affected thereby

and a sketch plan of the area proposed to be covered by the
scheme.

14. (1) Every scheme shall, as soon as may be after its prepara-

tion, be published in such form and rmanner as muy be prescribed

inviting objections and suggestions with respect thereof within twenty
onme days of the publication,

(2) After consideration of such objections and suggestions, if any,
the Divisional Canal Officer shall approve the scheme either as it
was orignally published or in such modified form as he may consider

fit and publish the same.

(3) The Superintending Canal Officer may, on his own motion
at any time, on an application by amy person aggrieved by the

- approved scheme made within a period of thirty days from the date

of publication ¢f the particulars of the scheme under sub-section (2),
revise the scheme approved by the Divisional Canal Officer.

Provided that such revision shall not be made without affording
the persons affected an apportunity of being heard. o

(4) As owner or occupier aggrieved by the order of the Divisiona}
Capai Officer in respect of a scheme which has not been approved
may prefer as scheme, within thirty days of the passing of the
order, to the Superintending Canal Officer whose decision shall be final,
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(1) "After a scheme has been approved by the Divisional Canal
. Officer, or where an appeal is pending before the Superin-
tending Canal Officer after it has been disposed of by him, the
Divisional Canal Officer shall acquire the land by agreement

" with the 'owners thereof, or the Divisioral Canal Officer shall
publish in the manner prescribed a notice ol his intention to
- acquire the land required for implementation of the scheme.

' (2) . Any person interested may, within fifteen days from the date

i of publication of the notice thereof apply to the Divisional
Canal Officer by petition stating his objection to tte proposed
acquisition. ’ ' -

(3) After conmsidering the objections, the Divisional Canal Officer
? - may make an order for acquisition of the 1and. :

. (4) After fifteen days of the order made under sub-section 3, the

" Divisional Canal Officer may take possession of the land, and
.the said shall vest absolutely in the State Government free from
all encumbrances. ’

(5) The Divisional Canal Officer shall make an award of tompen-
- sationm, including compensation for standing crops, trees and
Structures, if any, on.such land and for any physical damage
caused to them within six months of -the making of the order
under sub-section (3). o

(6) In determining the amount of cCompensation of the Divi-
sional Canal Officer shall give reasonable opportunity of being
. heard to the person having interest in the land '

&

(7). The amount of the compensation shall be the market vajye

© at the time of publication of the notice under sub-section H

which shall be fixed in comparision with the prevailing market
value of similar lands in the neighbourhood.

(8)‘* The éﬁ:ount of the co-mpcnsa.tibn shall be paid within thirty
days of the award by the Divisional Canal Officer.

(9) A person aggrieved by the order of the Divisional Canal
Officer in respect of compensation may prepare an appeal within
-thirty - days - of the 'passing of the order to the Sugerin-
tending Capal Officer who shall decide the same, and no
further appeal shali lie from such a decisions. '

16. (1) The Divisional Canal Officer shall, after: getting the occu-
pation of ‘the laad .under sub-section‘(4) of - sectionil5 " take steps to
implement.. the sciieme at the  cost:of the State Government.

xe)) Ahy water coursc constructed under sub-section (I ) shall be
the property of the State Government. an w y

-+ €3) Unléss--ordered by the State Government to the. c'omra’ry,
any-extension alteration or realignment of water course at the instance
of the owners. or occupiers shall be done at the cost of the owners
©OF eccupiers. .. . LA o |

Implemen-
tation of
scheme.
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17. On execation of the scheme, the Divisional Canal Officer
shall on requisition in writing, direct the owners or occupiers to take
over any owner of occupier to comply with the direction, he shail
make arrangements for maintenance of the water course at the cost
of such owners or occupiers in proportion to the culturable com-
manded area under the scheme held by them.

18. (1) The Divisional Canal Officer may issue an order to the
persons using any field channe! to construct suitable bridges, tulverts
or other woiks as approved by the Divisional Canal Officer for the
passage of the water of such field chanpel across any public road,

canal or drairage channel in use before the said field channel was
made, or to repair any such work, ’

(2) Such order shali specify a reasonable period —within which
such construction or repairs shall be completed.

(3y If, after the receipt of such order, the persons to whom it
is addressed do not within the said period, construct or repair such
werks 10 the satisfaction of the said Divisional Canal Officer he may
with the previous approval of the Superintending Canpal Officer, himsedf

comstruct or repair the same, and demand the cost of such dons-
truction or repairs.

19. (1) Tfaperson demolishes, alters, enlarges, obstructs or ea-
croaches upon a water course or field or causes any damags thereto, any
person affected thereby may apply to the Divisional Canal Officer for

(2) The Divisiona! Canal Officer may, on his own motion, or
on receiving an application under sub-section (1), after making such
enquiry as he may deem fit, require, by a notice, in writing served om
the persons found to be responsible for so demolishing, altering, en-
larging, obstructing, encroaching or causing damage to restore, at his
OWwD Cost, the water course or field channel (o its original condition
within such period as may be specified 1n the notice. ‘

(3) If such person fails, to thz satistaction of the Divisional Canal
Officer, to restore the water course or field channel to its oriziasl
condition within the period specified in the notice served on him under
sub-section (2), the Divisional Canal Officer may cause the water course
or field channel to be restored to its original condition and recover

the cost incurred in respect of such restoration -from the defaulting
person.

“) Ahy person aggrieved by the order of the Divisional Canal
Officer may prefer an appeal, within thirty days-of the passing of such .

order, to the Superintending Canal Officer, whose decision on such
appeal shall be final. .

20. (1) If any person who is jointly respbhsi!ﬁie with ‘.o‘tl;.gﬁ(fht ‘
the maintenance of a water course or field channel,

or joint})‘f,m. ing
use of a water course with others, neglects or refuses. to- pay " hig

share of the maintenance, or to execute his s

hare of any work necessary:-
for such maintenance, the Divisional Cana

| Officer, on receiving am -
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application in writing from any -person injured by such nzglect or re-
fusal, shall serve notice on all the parties concerned that on the
expiration of fifteen days from the service he shall investigate the case,
and shall, onthe expiration of that period, investigate the case accor-
dingly and make such order thereon as he deems fit. '

- (2) Such order shall be appealable to the Superintendiag Canal
Officer, whose order thereon shall be final. '

(3) Any sum directly by such order shall be paid within a specified
period.

21. (1) Whenever application is made to a Divisional Canal
Officer for supply of water {rom irrigation work, and it appears to
him expedient -that such supply should be given and that it should be
conveyed through some field channel, he shall give notice to the per-
sons responsible for the maintenance of such field channel to show cause,
on a day not less than fourteen days from the date of such notice, why
the said supply should not be so conveyed, and after making enquiry
on such day, the Divisiopal Canal! Officer shall determine whether and

. on what conditions the said supply shall be conveyed through such
field channel.

Provided that such application is made for lands already included
in the irrigation work. :

(2) Any person, aggrieved‘by the determination of the Divisiona‘l'
Canal Officer, may prefer an appeal to the Superintending Canal Officer
within thirty days of such determination. :

(3) When the Divisional Canal Officer determines that supply of
water of an irrigation work may be conveyed through any field channel
as aforesaid, his decision shall, when confirwed or modified by the
Superintending Canal Officer on appeal, be binding oun the applicant
and also on the persoas responsible for the maintenance of the said
field channel,

(4) Such applicant shall not be eatitled to the said channel until
he bas paid the expense of any alteration of such field chaanel neces-
sary in order to his being suppiied through it, and also such share
of the cost of such field channel as th: Divisional Canal Officer or,
as the case may bs, Superintending Canal Officer may determine.

RS Such applicant sha'l also be liable for his share of the cost
maintesance of such field channel so long as he uses it.

22. (1) Any person desiring that a field channel shouid be trans-
ferred from its present owner to himself may apply in writing to the
Canal Officer, stating— :

(a) that he has endeavoured unsuccessfully to procure such transfer
from the owner of such field chaonnel;

{b) that he desires the said canal officer, in his behalf and at
' his cost, to do all things necessary for procuring such transfer;

(c) that he is able to defray the cost of such transfer.
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(2) If the Divisional Canal Officer considers—

(2) that the said transfer is necessary for the batter manage (_)ilt
of the irrigation from such field chanmel, and

(b) that the statements in the application are true. The Canal
Officer on receipt of such an application, shall call upon the
applicant to make such deposit as he considers necessary to
defray the cost of the preliminary proceedings, and the amount
of any compensation that may become due under the pro-
visions of section 27 in respect of such transfer, and upon
such deposit being made, he shall publish a notice of the
application in every village, and shall send a copy.of the
notice to the Collector of every district through which such
field chanpel passes. '

23. (1) Within twenty one days of thz publication of a notice
under section 22, any person interested in the field channel to which
the notice refers may apply to the Divisional Canal Officer by petition
stating his objections to the tranmsfer for which application has been
made.

(2) The Divisional Canal Officer may either reject the petition
or may proceed to enquire into the validity of the objections, giving
previous mnotice to persons concerned stating .the place and time at
which such enquiry will be held.

Provided that such notice shall also be given to the Collector
of the district through whose jurisdiction the field channel passes.

' (3) The Divisional Canal Officer shall record in writing al}
orders passed by him under this section and ths grounds thereof:

24. If he such objection "is made, or where such objection is
made and the Divisional Canal Officer overrules it, he shall intimate
the Collector to that effect, and shall transfer the field channel from
the present owner to the applicant. ' .

25. If the Divisional Canal Officer considers any objection made
as-aforesaid to be valid he shall inform the Collector accordingly.

26. '(I) If the Collector disagrees with the Divisional Canal
Officer, the matter shall be referred for decision to the Superintending
Canal Officer. ‘ '

- (2) The decision of the Superintending Canal Officer shall be
final and the Divisional Canpal Officer, if he is so directed by such
decision, shall subject to the provisions of section 27, cause the transfer
of the field channel from the present owaner to the applicant.

27. (1) No such decision shall be made by the Divisional
Canal Officer until the applicant has paid to the person such amount
as the Divisional Canal Officer determines to be -paid as compensation
for field chanmel so transferred, together with all expenses incidental
to sach transfer. :
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(2) In determining the compeénsaticn to te- raid urcer this

section, the Divisional Canal Officer shall follow the provisions of
‘the Land. Acquisition Act, 1894 (Act 1. of 1:94) but he may, if
.the person to be compensated so desires, award such compensation in
the form of a rent charge payable in respect of the field channel
transferred. o ’ _ - " .
AT )] Any. person aggrieved by the ‘order of the Divisional Canal
Officer regarding compensation. may prefer an appcal to the Superin-
tending Canal Officer - within thirty days of the order. - The order of
the Superintending Canal Officer on such appeal shall be final.

‘ 28. (1) When a. field charnel is transferred to the appiicant,
the following rules and conditions shall be binding on him and his
representative in interest, namely: '

. () AP work\s necessary for the passige across such fizld channel,

. eaisting . previous to its constivction and of tte drainage inter-

cepted by it, and for affording proper communications ¢ crods

it for the contenience of the ne'ghbouring lards shail be

3 constrected by the applicant, #nd be maintained by him or

- his representative-in-interest to. the satisfection of the Divi-jonal
Canal Officer. @

2+ (b) In case in which a field channel is transferred on the terms
o of a rent charge, the applicant or his representative-in-interest
s - shail so long as he occupies suck feld chanpe!, pay rent for

. the same at. such rate and on such davs as are determined

by the Divisional Canal Officer when the appiicant it placed

_ in occupation. C ,

' (¢) The Divisional Canal Officer may, on- the application” of the
person- entitled to receive such rent or compersation, deter-
mine the amount of rent .due fir assess ibe amount of ruchn

. compensation. . s ' £ o
- Q‘z);"vlf any field channel  transferred under this Act is dis-used
for three years continuousiy, the rizht of the apphcant or of his repre-

sentative in interest, to occupy such field channel shall cease absclutely.

29, (1) Whenever ‘it appears expedient to the Iivisional Canai
Officer cither on his own motion of on. the application of an owner
_or occupier. that - with a view to utilising irrigation potential created
~ by an irrigation Work, field chanaels should be constructed- in any
.area, he may cause to be served on the owuner or occupizr concernad
a notice in. the prescribed form containing the exact location of sluices
or outlets on the irrigation works. and specifying the area of irrigabie
land to be served by the same and direct them to comstruct such field
ehannels at their own cost within'a specified time which shall not be more
_than six ‘months. from the date’ of issue of the notice. '

. g2y I the owaer oOr. occupier fails to construct the field channels
~in his land as directed. by the Divisiona} . Canal Officer within the
time prescribed under sub-section (1), “the Divisional Canal Officer
may, after giving the owner or occupier & reasonable opportunity
~of ‘being heard, make an. order excluding such land from the culturable
eommand area. .. B ‘
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(3) ‘Any person aggrieved by an order of the Divisional Capai
Officer under sub-section (2) may, within a period of thirty days
from the date on which ‘the order was served on him, appest
against such order by the Superintending Canal Officer : :

Provided that the Supérintending Canal! Offier may admit an
appeal presented after the expiry of the period of thirty days, if
he is satisfied that the applicant had a sufficient cause for not
presenting the appeal within the said period. : ;

(4) In disposing of an appeal, the Superintending Canal Officer
may after giving the applicart a reasonable ofportunity of teing
heaid, pass such order on' thé appeal as he deems fit. The ordér
of the Superintending Canal Officer on such appeal shall be final;

(5) The Divisional Canal Officer may construct the field channels
at the cost of the State Government ard recover the cost pro-rate
from the owners or oecupiers.

_ 30. (1) It shall be the duty of owners or occupiers to maintain
the field channels in a proger state of repairs at their own cost.

(2) If the Divisional Canal Officer is satisfied that. any field
channel is not being properly maintained, be shall after providing
an opportunity to the owner or occupier concerned to take such

action as may be directed by him, proceed to have  such repairs

made as he may consider to be suitable at the cost of the owners
or occupiers. S

31. (1) When there is any dispute between the OWDETs Or occupiers
for the construction ‘of a field channel, the Divisional Canal Officer
shall acquire the land required for such construction.

(2) The provisions relating to acquisition of land for the coanstruction
of water courses mentioned in section 15 shall apply for acquisitiom
of land for the const:uction of field channels with the modification
that the compensaticn payable shall te paid by the cwners cr. occupiers.,

42. No land acquired under this Act for the construction of watfc
courses and field channpels shall be used for any othér purposé with-
out the order of the Divisiomal Canal Officer. g

33. (1) Notwitkstanding anything contained to the contrary - m
this Act and subject to the rules, that may be made by the Stafe
Government in this behs!f an authority specified by the State Gover-
ment for the purpose may, on his own motion.or on the applicdtion
of not less than fifty percent of the owners or occupiers of laads
in the cultivable commanded area, prepared a draft scheme to provide

for on farm development on a group or block of fields.

(2) Every scheme prepared under the sub-section(1) shall amddg
other matters, set ouf the cost of the farm on “devetopment wyorks,
a sketch plan of the area proposed to be covessd by -the said. cheme
and particulars of the owners or occupiers to he benefitted by the
said scheme. " . ,

(3) Every scheme shall, as soon as may be after its preparaticem,
be published in such form and manner as may be prescrib=d inviting
objzctions and suggestions with regpect thereof within twenty ope dayz
cf the publication,

1
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(4) After consideration of such objections and suggestions, if any,
the specified authority shall approve the scheme either as it was origi-
null{ pubiished or in such modified form as he may consider fit' and
publish the same. ‘

(5) Anownér or occupigr aygrieved by the order of the specified
authority in respect of a scheme, which has not been approved, may

prefer an appeal, within thirty days of the passing of the order to such -

officer specified as the appellate authority by the State Government in
this behalf whose decision shall be final.

(6) Alter a scheme has been approved 'by‘ the- Speciﬁed authority

under sub-section. (4) or where an appeal is, pending before the appeliate
authority under sub-section (5), after it has been disposed of by him,
the schéme shal! be published in such mapuer as may be prescribed and
upon such publication, it shall be executed or mnot executed by the
owners or occupi-rs in the group or block of fields at their cost,
within such period of time as may be specified by the specified
authority. ‘ : .

(7) Iothe event of the failure of any or all of the said owners of
occupiers to execute the works within the said period of time specified
by the specified authority or in the event of any or all the owners
or occupiers informing in writing the specified authority prior to the
expiry of the said period of time that they are unable to execute or get
executed the works asrequired, the works may be carried out by the State
Government or by an agency determined by the State Governmert in that
behalf, and the cost of the works so executed by the State Government
or by the said agency, as the case may be, shall be recoverable by the
State Government or the said agency, a»the case may be, from the
owners or o:cupiers who fail, or indicate their inability to execute of
get executed the works as required. :

(8) The share of the ind'vidual owuaers or occupiers of the cost of the
work executed in the said grovp or block of fields by the State Govern-
ment or by the said agency, as the case may be, shall be as determined
by the State Government Of by the said agency, as the case may be.

34. Notwithstanding anything contained in this act of any other
faw for the time being in force, no civil court shall have jurisdiction to
gntertain or dscide any question relating to matters falling within this
ehapter. ’ '

CHAPTER' IV _
REGULATION OF IRRIGATION SUPPLIES

35. The provisions of this Chapter shall apply in respect of water
from an irrigation works supplied uader sections 37, 38 & 43.
36. Water from an irrigation work may be supplied—
(a) asprovided in section 37 .
{b) on an application for irrigation or non-irrigdton purposes
as provided in section 38 ; or
(c) under,a scheme in accordance with the provisions of
section 43.
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37. A Divisional Canal Officer duly. empowered by the State

Governmzat by. a notification in respect” of any irrigation work or

class of ir-igation works may, after such inquiry as he deems fit, regulate:
in respect of any irrigation work for each year or part t‘hereqf or for a
specified tirm of years at a time, as circumstances may require — - s

(i) th:time lor-lettin ; out w.ter for irrigat.on,
(i) the perio’ of su_ply ;
(ii) t:e quantity of sappl, ; and
(iv) the area; to e supplied a: different times,
Eplanation —A land shaii be deemed to bave been supplied with
water notwithstanding that the water is not utilised for irrigation pro-

vided that such non-utilisation is due solely to the action or inacfiom
on the part of the cwners Cr oOccupiers interested in .such land. >

38, (1) Any person, - desiring . to have supply of water from
am irrigation work for irrigating land not included in any area to
which supply of water is regulated .under section 37, sha'l make
a written application to that effect to the Divisional Canal Officer,
subject to any general or spzcial order made by the State Government
determining the extent of lands for which water can be ‘made availabie
from such irrigation work, such officer may, if in his  cpinion such
supply can be made without detriment to the supply of water to
lands included in any areas to which supply: of water is regulated
under section 37, order the supply of water and for such period not
exceeding six years subject to such conditions as may be specified
in such order. : 4 o '

(2) If after a period of SiX successive vears of supply of watér
‘made to any land referred to in sub-section (1), the occupier of
such laed applies for the Supply of water being made permanent
such application, with the opinion of the Divisional - Canal Officer,

shali be forwarded to the Superintending Canal Officer concerned who

shall take steps to include the land in the area to which sunply of

-water is regulate by section 37

- (3) The waterrate leviable for the use of water for temporary culti-
vation under sub-section (1) shall be the normal water rate. :

(4) With the saaction of and subjzct to such conditions, paymentg
and Tréstrictions, as may be imp ysed by the State Government or such
officer as may be authorised by the State Goverament in this behalf,
the divisional canal oficsr, may without detrimeat to the supply of
water to lands included in iy area tn which supply of water {s
regulated unier section 37, giv: parmission for water to be taken from

_an irr'gation work, for purpsses other than those of agriculture.

(5. If any psrson -usas water from aa irrigation work without
obtaining the permission required under thjs section, he shall ip .
addition to any penalty he may incure under this act for sych
unauthori.ed use of water, be tiakle to pay water jale at such rate as ma
be dt?termfned by the prescrihed officer, nct being less tham
ten times and nat exceeding thirty times the ‘normal rate ha would

otherwise have baen required to pay, had he applied for and obtained
the permission.
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39. (1) The supply of water.to any water course or field channel or

Couditions

o any person who is entitled to such supply shall not be stopped, except,-- for stop-

(a) whenever and no long as it is necessary to stop such supply
for the purpose of maintenance of an irrigation work or exccu-
tion of any work ordered by the competent authority.

{(b) whenever and so long as any field channel by which such
supply is recetved is not maintained in such repair as to
prevent the wasteful escape of water thereof ;

(¢) whenever and so long as it is mecessary to do so in order
to supply in rotation the legitimate demands of other persons
entitied to water ;

(d) whenever: and so long as it may be necessary to do so in
order to prevent the wastage or misuse of water ;

+ (¢) within the periods fixed from time to time by the Divisional
Canal Otficer of which dus notice shall ce given ;

(f) whenever there is diminution in the supply of water in the
irrigation work due to any natural or seasonil cause. and so
long as it is necessary to do so.

(g) for any r_easbxis beyond the control of the Divisional Canal
Officer. o

(h) His claim shall be male against the State Government for
compensaticn in respect of loss caused by the failure or
stoppage of water ‘from an icrigation work ;

Provided that the person suffering such l»ss may ciaim such remis-
siom of the charges payable for the use of the water as is specified by the
State Government.

40, €t) Except with the permission of the Superintend g Canal
Officer no person entitled to use the water of any irrigation work shall
sell or sub-let or otherwise transfer his right to such use itfor un-
authorised purposes.

Provides that no permission shall be necessary for use of water for
authosised purposes by a eu'tivating terant of water supplicd by the
owner of a fisld charn>! for the irrigation of the land held by such
fenant. ‘

(2) Every right to the su;ply of water for agricultural purposes
10 any land or other immovable property shall be attached thereto and
shall be presummed to have been s0 transferred wheanever a transfer of
such land or immovable property takes place.

41, When water from an irngation work is supplied for the irriga-
tion of one or more crops only, the right to use such water shall be
deenmted to continue omly until such crop or crops shall come into
maturity, and to apply only to such crop or crops.

ping supply

T'rgmsf. ro’
right o’

water.

Res'r ctioa
tas ixply of
wat. 1.



Declaration
for adapta-
tion of
apa-ticular
Crop pat-
tern.

18

42. (1) Where Sthe tate Government is satisfied that for the better
cultivation of lands and production of crops and due preservatic n
and  proper utilisation or water  resources  of any irvigatiog
work, or in the public intsrest., it is exp:adient to regulate _the
kigd of crops that should be sown, planted or grown on lands under
the irrigable command o* an irrigation work or any part thereof, and
the period during which such craps should be sown, planted or grown
on ~uch lands, the State Government may, having regard to the soif
characteristics, climate, raintall and water available by order in writing
make a declaration to that effect. Such a declaration shall be given

vide public.ty in such manner by thé Cannal Officer authorised by
the State Government may think fit,

{2y On such a declaration, the Canal Officer with the approval
af - the superior officer authorised by the State Government may
specified by uotice published in such manner as may be determined
by him, the kind of crops that small be sown, planted or growa
o0 the lands under the irrigable command of the irrigation work
or any part thercof, the area of ¢rops and the periods during which
such crops shall be sown, planted or grown.. The Capal Officer
shall subject to th: provisions of sections 39(1) and 40(2), thereupon
by order regulate the supply of water from the ‘irrigation work for

sowing, planting  and growing such crops duriag the periods specified
in tke order, "

(3) The State Government may, by notification in the official
Gazette, make rules for determining the crops and the periods
during which such creps may be sown, plaated or grown and for
regulati- ¢ supply of waier for the purpose.  Such rules may provide
for fixing the extent of irrigation for sowing  planting or growing

different crops on the lands under the irrigable command of an
Irrigation work,

(4) On the publication ofthe notice under sub-section (2), no persoa
shall sow, plant, or grov or allow any crop, other than the crop
or crops specified in such notice, to be sown, planted or grown -
on any land under thé irrigablé Commaad of the irrigation work
dr any part thereof, specified in such notice and during the period
specified therein. - ' ' . 3

(5) Any person agyrieved by any notice given under sub-section
(2). may, witkin thirty days from the date of publication of such
notice. file an appeal before such officar not below the - rank. of
Superintending Canal Officer as the Srate Guvérnment may app.'o.in_‘g.{
The appellate officer may on hearing the parties pass such ofdsy
as he thinks fit; and thereupon, the notice shall stand modififed to-such
extent as may be specified in the order. : .

(6) The person, who-has sown, planted ‘are grown any unauthorised
crop, - or allowed any land to be SCWn, plinted or growa with such
unauthorised crop, shall— = - - : ' o o

(8) Dbe liable for contravéening the provisions of this section; ‘and:
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(b) also be liable to pay such. water rate, as may be prescribed
by the State Government not being less than five times and
not exceeding ten times the water rates which he would

otherwise have been required to pay in addition to any

penalty he may incure under the Act for such. unauthorised
crop.

Provided that if no_w.ater‘is utilised ei_iher _directly or iﬁdirect]y
from the irrigation work for growing any crop, the provisions of
sub-sections (4) and (6) shall not be applicable.

43. (1) Where in the opinion of the State; Government and
lrrigation work is likely to irrigate lands not exceeding 200 hectares
in an area or as may be prescribed in the State Government, in
the public interest, by notification prepare a draft scheme, for supply
ofk water from such irrigation. work to such lands. The draft scheme
ofiall provide for handing over the management of the irrigation work
atd distribution of water therefrom to the water committee appointed
wnder section 45. ' ' ’ .

(2) The draft scheme shall contain the following partiéulars,
that is to say :— :

(a) the area to _V._Vhich the scheme appflied;

(b) the survey numbers of lands included in such area and the
names- of owners and occupiers thereof; o e

. (c) the period or periods during which water will be supplied
to such lands; * S :

(d) the crop or crops which will be permitted to be grown
thereon; ' :

(¢) the. water rate at which water may be supplied to such
land . included in the scheme; ' : :

(f) the amount to be paid by the State Government for mauagé-'
ment of the irrigation work to the water Committee; and

() fixing a period of not less than threc months from the
date of publication of such notification for submission of
objections or suggestions to such schéme.

(3) After the publication of such notification, it shali also be
putlished by the Canals Officer duly empowered in this behalf as
soon as practicable in the language: of the residents. of the area
through which the irrigation work passes in such place or places
and in such manner as he thinks fit for the information of the
owners and occupiers who are “likely to be affected by sueh notificatior,

(4) After considering such objections and suggestions, if any,
as may have been received within the period fixed as aforesaid,
the State. Government may, after making- .due inquiries, sanction

the draft scheme with or without any medifications or may. reject it.
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(5) The scheme as sanctioned ' under sub-section (4) shall be

published in the Official Gazette and in the village -and at the
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headquarters of the Taluk and of the district in which the lands
included in the scheme as situated in such manner as the State
Govt. deems fit, and shall, on such publication, be final,

44. (1) The scheme shall-come into force on such date as
the Govt. may, by notification appoint.

(2) The scheme may at any time be varied by a subsequent
scheme made, published and sanction in accordance with the provisions
of section 43, '

(3) The scheme may at any time be cancsiled by State Govt.
by a notification. ,

45. (1) After a scheme has come into force under sub-section
(1) of section 44, the State Govt. shall appoint a2 water Committee
to execute the.scheme, subject to the Superintendence, direction
and control of the Canal Officer appointed by the State Guvt. for
the purpose.

(2) The water Committee shall consist of five persons or as
may be prescribed, appointed from amopgst the owners and occupiers
of lands included in the scheme.

+ (3) The member or the members may be appointed by the
State Government or any officer- thereof duly empowered by it in
that behalf.

(4 The members of the Committec shall ordinarily hold office
for a period of two years from the date of their. appointmeat.

(5) The members of the Committee shall hold office at the
pleasure of the State Government and the State Government may
terminate the appointment of ail or any of the members of the
Committee at any time by an order in writing in that behalf,

(6) The water committee may meet from time to time, and
may follow such procedure as it deems fit for the tramsaction of
its business. .

{7) the water Committee shall :—

(a) manage the irrigation work and ensure proper dis:ribution
of water to the lands included in the scheme:

(b) decide the crops to be grown during any period or

periods according to the provision of the scheme:

(¢ carry out day to day maintenance aad repairs of the
irrigation work; ‘ . :

maintain the irrigation system of the irrigation -work
beyond the outlet in a fit condition for supply of water:

(d)

assist the canal Officer—

©)

(i) to detecting and preventing encroachment in the
irrigation work and on the lands appertainitg thereto;
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~(6) The applicant may re-submit the proposal to the Board
“after removing the defects or objectionable features and such appli-
cation shall” be disposed of by the Board under sub-section (3) as if
it were a fresh application. '

(7) If in course of execution of any work after obtaining the
permission of the Board, ihe applicart desires to make any substantial
alteration in the approved plan, a fresh application shall te made to
the Board as if the modified plan constituted a fresh proposal and,
pending the dispusal of such fresh appiication by the Board under
- sub-section (3), the construciion  work shall be suspended by the
applicant. :

(8) Any person feeling aggrieved by an order issued by the Board
under sub-section (3) sanctioning any proposal subject to conditions
or rejecting it, may, within three months of the date of the order of
the Board, prefer an appeal to the State Government whose order in
the matter . shall be final.

(9) If any person colstructs or re-copstructs any structure or
lays out any means of access without obtaining the permissios of
the Board, or where permission of the Board has been cbtained,
makes in course of execution of the work any substantial deviation
from the approved plap, the Board may, without prejudice to any
other proceedings which may be taken against him, have the structure
removed or the means of access closed and recover from him the
expenditure jnvolved, together with  159% departmental charges, in
accordance with the procedure prescribed under Section 23 in so far
as that procedure is applicable.

(10) The Poard shall be the sole judge of what constitutes
sobstantial deviation from the approved plan for purposes of sub-
section (95 LI - . : :

31. (1) Where after theissue of 2 notification under sub-section (2)
of Section 29 it appears to the Beard that the planned development
of the potified area can be secured only: by-acquiring land in that
area, it may, with the prior consent of the State Government, acquire
the entire area or such part of it as may be considered necessary,
either by direct negotiation with the owner or failing such negotiation,
by resort to the provisions of the Land Acquisition Act, 1894.

(2) Such area as may be acquired under sub-section (1) shall
be properly laid out by the Board, the necessary improvements effected
and sites assigned sold or leased to the public for a specified period
not exceeding 99 years, for construction accordingto approved plans.

s
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CHAPTER—VIII
LEVY OF BETTERMENT TAX

32. (1) Where a Board is of the opinion that the value of
land in any area in its charge is likely to increase as a result of
the development at public expense of any area adjoining a highway,
it may, with the previous cousent of the State Government, decide
to levy a betterment tax in respect of such area :

Provided that where in pursuance of Section 31 the Board has
acquired any area and has had it properly laid out and sold or
leased to the public, no betterment tax shall be levied in respect
of such area.

(2) The State Government, when approached by the Board under
sub-section (1) for its conmsent to the levy of betterment tax in any
area, shall while giving such ccosent determine the percentage rate,
not exceeding 80% of the betierment value, at which the tax shall
be levied in such area and communicate the same to the Board.

(3) Where it is decided to levy abetterment tax in respect of
any area, the Board shall cause the decision to be notified in the
official gazette and shall also secure further publicity to the notification
in the manner prescribed under sab-section (4) of Section 11.

(4) The notification shall specify :—
(a) the exact area in which the betterment tax is to be levied,

(b) the date on which the prevailing land value shall be
deemed to be the basic value for purposes of commuiing
betterment, and

(c) the percentage rate of betterment value at which better-
ment tax shall be levied, as deiermined by the State
Government under sub-section (2).

(5) When the development or improvement of the area adjoining
the highway has been completed or, in the opinion of the Board,
has reached a stage sufficiently -advanced to enable the resulting
betierment tc be determined, the Board shall notify in the official
gazette the date on which the execution of ithe scheme has been
completed or shall be deemed to have been completed, and shall
also cause further publicity to such notification in the manner prescribed
under sub-section (4) of Section 11,

33. (1) For land which has already been built upon or on
which permission to build has already been accorded before the date
notified under sub-section (5) of Section 32, betterment value shall
be the value on that date less the basic value as computed with
reference to the date notified under sub-section (4) of that Section
less, the estimated cost of improvement work, if any, carried out
by the owner between the two dates.
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. ()" For land which on the date notified under sub-section (5)
of Section 32 has neither .been . built upon nor in respect of which
permission to build has been accorded before that date, the betterment
value shall be the value on the date when permission to build is
granted less the basic valie as computed with reference to the
. date notified under sub-section (4) of Section 32, less the estimated
value of improvement, if aay, carried out by the owner between the
two latter dates.

34. (1) The Board shall, at any time after a month of the publi-
cation of the notification uader sub-section (5) of Ssction 32 assess the
amouut of betterment tax payable by every individual owner of land, and
shall serve anotice on him in writing in the peescribed manner,
“Specifying the amount of the tax payable by him, the details of calculation,
the instalments if aay in which paymen: may be made, the date
or dates on or before which payment of the full amount or of the
instalments shall b made, and the authority to whom payment shall

be tendered.

(2) Any persoa on whom a notice for payment of betterment
tax bas been served under sub-section (), may within one month
from the date of servics of such notice, file an objection bhefore the
Board in respect of the assessment made against him. Provided that
the Board shall have discretion to entertain objections even after
the expiry of the period of one montk if it is satisfied that the
failure to file such objections in tims was due to causes beyond the
control of tke objector.

(3) After an opportunity has been given to the objector of being'
beard in persoa or through pleader the Board may confirm, modify
Or cancel the assessment made under sub-section (1),

(4) Any person aggrieved by the order issued by the Board under
sub-section (3) may, within two months from the date of such order,
appeal to the appropriate Civil Court,

(5) If any person on whom a notice has been served under
sub-section (1), fails to file any objection under sub-section (2), the
assessment shall be conclusive and shall not be questioned in any
court of law,

35. (1) The person liable to pay a betterment tax may, it has
option, instead of making either a lump-sum payment or payment
by instalments where ailowed by the Board, execute an agreement
with the Board or any other authority specially authorised by the State
Government in this behalf, to leave the said Lability outstanding as
a charge on his interest in the land subject to the pavement in perpe-
tuity of interest at the rate of 6% per annum. ‘

(2) A person who has exercised his option under sub-section
(1) may at any time after giving six moaths motice of his intention
80 {0 do, redeem the charge of paying the assessed amount of
betterment tax or such part of it as may have been outstanding
against him at the time he executed the agreement under sub-section (1.

36. Arrears” of betterment tax shall be realised in the manner
provided for the recovery of arrears of land revenue,
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37- The proceeds of the betterment tax, levied in any area, shall
after deduction of the assessment and collection charges, be made
over by the Board to the Provincial Government may direct.-

PART IV
MISCELLANEOUS AND SUPPLEMENTAL PROVISIONS

CHAPTER—IX )

SUPPLEMENTAL PROVISIONS TO SECURE SAFETY OF
TRAFFIC AND PREVENTION OF DAMAGE TO HIGHWAY

38. (1) Where a bighway authority is of opinion that it is
necessary for the prevention of danger .arisicg from obstruction of
the view or distraction of the attention of persops using any highway,
especially at any bend or cormer of the highway, it may serve 3
notice upon the owner of occupier of land along siCz or at the
bend or corner of such highway to alter or remove altogether, within
such time and in such a manner as may be specified in the notice,
the height or character of any existing wall, (not being a wall
forming part of a permancnt structure), fence, hedge, tree. advertisement
post, biil board or any other object thereom, SO as tc elimmate or
minimise the apprehended danger.

(2) If any person upon whom a notice has been served under
sub-secticn (1), objects 10 comply with any requirement ! such
notice, he may, within 14 days of its receipt send to the hichway
authority his objection in writing stating the grouncs thereof.

(3) Tbe highway authority shall, within 14 days of the receipt
of the objection consider the grounds advanced apd shall, by order
in writing, either withdraw the notice or amend or confirm it.

(4) If a person is aggrieved by an order issued by a highway
authority under sub-section (3), he may prefer an appeal within
7 days of the date of such order to the collector or Chief Revenue
Officer of the district, whose decision in the matter shall be final.

(5) If any person falls to comply with the potice served on
him under sub-section (1) as amended or confirmed as the case may
be under sub-section (3) or (4), the highway authority may take

action ' to alter  or remove the object causing obstruction or distraction

of view’ at ‘its -own expense. and such expenditure ‘together with
15% departmental charges, shall be recovered from such person In
accordance with the provisions” of Section 23, without prejudice to

any other action which may be taken against him.
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(c) benefitted by the comstruction, expansion improvement
or alteration of am irrigation work which is not capable
of irrigating more than forty hectares of land. =~ ~

(2) As soon as may be, after the publication of notification
under sub-section (2) of section 52 in respect of any irrigation work,
the betterment levy Officer shall prepire a statement showing the
lunds under irrigable command of the irrigation work in respect of
which the betterment contribution in accordance with thé provisions
of the notification .to be issued under sub-section (1) of section 53.

(3) The statement so prepared along with a public notice shall be
published in the village and the office of the sub-deputy collector con-
cerned and in such other manner as may be prescribed- and such notice
shall require the owners of lands under the cultural commanded area
of the irrigation work to appear before the Betterment Levy Officer
elther personally or by agent at a time and place therein mentioned, such
time not being earlier than one month from the date of publication of
the notice, and to state :—

(3) to the inclusion of lands in the statement as lands under the
irrigable command of the irrigation work

(b) tothe inclusion of the lands in the statement as lands of
any specified nature and extent of irrigability ; and

(c) in respect of payment of betterment contribution, the basis
on which they claim that the amount of betterment cemtri-
bution has to be computed and such statement shall be made
in writing and signed by the party or. his agenf.

(4) The Betterment Levy Officer shall also serve notice to the same
offect on the owner of such land or his agent authorised to receive
gervice on his behalf, who resides within the revenue district in which.
the landis situated and in case any owner resides elsewhere and has no
such agent, the notice shall be sent to him by registered post.

(5) On the date fixed under sub-section (3) or on such other date
to which an inquiry may be adjourned, the Bettermeat Levy Officer
shall after holdiog an inquiry. in the manner prescribed and after giving.
an opportunity of being: heard te every person who has made 2 state-
ment under sub-section (3), make as order specitfying—

(a) the:amount of beiterment contribution payable in respect of
the saidilands:; and

(b). the date from which such betterment contribution shall be:
payable.

(6) The State Government or any person aggrieved by an order
made undsr sub-section {5) may, within sixty days from the date of the

order, appeal, to the: prescribed authority and the authority may pass. . . .

such orders on the appeal. as it may. deem fit.

_ (7) An order passed by the prescribed authority on an appeal pre--
ferred to it under sub:section (6) and subjeci to the orders of the:
suthority the order of* the  Betterment Levy Officer under sub-section (5):
shall be final.
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(8) At the end of every four years from the year in -which the
betterment contribution is finally determined under sub-section (1) any
future instalment of such contribution shall be liable to be revised on
the same basis as provided in that sub-section.

(9) If, in the opinion of the State Govt. the enforcement of all
or any of the provisions of this chapter will cause hardship in any case
or cases, the Government may, by notification setting out the ground
therefore, exempt either permanently or for specified period such case
or cases from all or any of the provisions of this chapter, subject to
such conditions, if any, as the Government may deem fit to impose.

54. The contribution shall become payable under this chapter on

-a written notice of demand. thereof issue by the Betterment Levy Officer

being served on the owner:

Provided that no noticc of demand shall be served on an owner
until an order made under sub-section (5) of section 53 becomes final ;

Provided further that where, before the commencement of this Act,
five years or more have elapsed from the date of completion of the
construction, expansion, improvemsnt or alternation of the work such
notice may be served at any time after such commencement.

55. (1) The owner of any land, in respect of which any contribu-
tion is payable, shall pay it in cash in such annual instalmeats npot
exceeding twenty as may be prescribed.

Provided that if, on or bsfore the date on which the first
instalment is payable, or at subsequent date within a period of
two years from that date, ‘the owner pays the entire contribution,
as the case may be, he shall be entitled to a rebate as may be
prescribed on such contribution or balaoce of contribution, as the
case may be. .

(2) Contribution payable under this Act in respect of any land
shall be deemed to be revenue demand due upon the said jand.

56. Any person having interest in a lands may, notwithstanding
that he is not the owner of such land, the contribution payable
by the owner in respect of such land and shall, if such person,
pays the entire contribution within a period of two years from
the date on which the owner becomes liable to pay the contribu-

_tion, be entitled to rebate as may be prescribed.

57. No claim shall lie against the State Govt. for compensation
or for the refund of betterment contribution on account of loss
occasioned by any temporary failure or stoppage of water in an -irri-
gation work or by any cause beyond the control of the divisional
canal officer or by repairs, alterations or additions made to such
work. ’ o ' ’ '
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CHAPTER VII

OBTAINING LABOUR AND MATERIALS FOR IRRIGATION
WORK IN EMERGENCY

38. (1) Whenever it appears to the divisional canal officer
or any officer acting under his general or special orders in this
bohall, that, unless so work or repair is immediately executed, such
aeriouy  damage will happen to amy icrigation work as to cause
sidden  awnd extensive public injury or irrigation and that l!abour
nevessury for the proper execution thereof cannot be obtained in
the ordinary manner in time to prevent such injury or interruption or
to remedy it within a reasonable time, the divisional canal cfficer or
any oflicer acting under the said.-orders, may, by public proclamation
by beat of drum require any able bodied person, who resides or owns
and in any village within eight kilometers of the place where the
wurk is to be executed and whose name appears in the list hereafter
mentioned to attend in person at such place and to carry out such
dutics as he may allot to them in connection with the execution
ol the work necessary for the safety of the particular irrigation work.

(2) All persons so labouring shall be entitled to payment at -

tile which shall not be less than the highest rates for the time
baing paid in the neighbourhood of similar labour.

59. Subject to such rules as may be made in this behalf, the
Divisional Canal Officer in consu'tation with the Collector shall
prepare a list of persons liable to carry out the duties as aforesaid,
snd may from time to time add to or alter such list or any part
thareof,

00, Whenever it appears to a Divisional Capal Officer or any
ofllger acting under his general or special orders inm this behalf,
that it is essential for carrying out urgent works on any irrigation
work to prevent public injury caused by damage to works, he may
eiiter upon or into any immovable property in the neighbourhood
of' the irrigation work requiring immediate, repair, or other work
and Llake possession, appropriate, cut or remove any trees, timber,
bamboos, mats, ropes, straw, earth stone and cther materials, and
prepiare un inveatory of the materials takea; such materials shall be
uid for at the highest prices for which they are sold in the neighbour-
wod und in case damage is sustained by any person in consequence
of the renoval, seizure or cutting of any such materials, compen-
sulion shall be paid for such damage by the Divisional Canal Officer
In ageordance with the procedure laid down in sections 68 and 69,

61. Any person aggrieved by fixation of wages under sub-
section (2) of Section 58 ‘may prefer an aspeal within sixty days
(o the Superintending Canpal -Officer whose decision shall be final..
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CHAPTER VIII
DRAINAGE AND 'PREVENTION OF WATERLOGGING

62. Whenever it appears to the State Govt. that injury to any
land or public health or public convenience*has arisen or may arise from
the encroachment upon any irrigation work, the State Govt. may, by
notification, prohibit, within Iimits to be defined in such notification,
the formaticn of any encroachment, or may, within such limits, order

the removal or other notification of such encroachment.

63. (1) The Dijvisional Canal Officer, or other person authorise
by the State Govt. in tkat behalf may, after the notification under
section 62 issue an order to the person causing or having control over
any such encroachment to Iemove or modify the same within a time to be

fixed in the order.

Provided that the Divisional Canal Officer may, in cases of emer-
geacy, remove the encroachment before the publication of notification

and the expenses incurted shall 'bq recoverdble from the person concerned,

64. (1) Whenever it appears to the State Government that any
drainage work excluding field drain is neécessdry in the interest of public
health, or for Improvement of any land or for the proper cultivation
or irrigation thereof 6¢ that protection from floods or other accumu-
lation of witer or injurious salts or from erosion by a river, is required
for any lands, the State Government may by notification declare that
the drainage work shall 'be construicted after a day to be named in the
said notification, not being earlier than three months from the date
thereof.

(2) As soon as practicable after the issue of a notification under
sub-section (1), the Divisional Canal Officer or any officer daly
empowered under this Act shall cause public motiee to be given
at convenient places, stating that the State Government intends to
construct the drainage work excluding field drain referred ta in
sub-section (1), '

_(3)». The provisions contained in Secticas 11 and 12 regarding
the acquisition of land for the construction of work shall apply,

mutatis mutandjs, to the construction of drainage work referred
to. 1n sub-section (1). ' '

65. (1) Notwithstandin-g anything " contained to the contrary in
sub-section (1) of section 64, the Divisional Canal Officer may
Cause a scheme for field drains to be drawn up.

() Every scheme drawn. up under _sub-section (1) amongsts
other: matters set out’ the estimated cost thereof, the alignment of
the proposed field drain or realignment of the existing field drain,
as the case may be, the particulars of the owners or occupiers to
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be bencfitted and other persons who may be affected thereby and
sketeh plan of the area proposed to be covered by the scheme.

(3) The provisions contained in Sections 14, 15 and 17 to 20
shall - apply mutatis mutandis to the scheme drawn up for field
urins. :

(4) The Divisional Canal Officer may construci the field drains

on  behalf of the owners or occupiers and recover the cost pro-rata
from the owners or occupiers.

CHAPTER IX
AWARD OF COMPENSATION

66. Compensation may be awarded in the event of only subs-
tantinl damage caused by the exercise of any of the powers conferred
by this Act, which is capable of being ascertained :

Provided that no compensation shall be so awarded in 1espect
of any damage arising from—

(a) deterioration of climate or soil; or

{b) stoppage of nangauon or of the means of ﬂoatmg timber
or of watering cattle;

(c) stoppage or diminution of the supply of water in conse-
quence of the exercise of power conferred by section 3 if
no use has been made of such supply within five years
immediately before the date of issze of the mnotification
under section 3; or

(d) failure or stoppage of water in an irrigation work where
such failure or stoppage is due to—

(i) any cause beyond the control of the Divisional Canal
Officer;

(ii) the execution of any repairs, alterations or additions
to the irrigation work;

(iii) any measures considered necessary by the Divisional
Canal Officer, for regulating the proper flow of water
in the irrigation work or for maintaining the established
course or irrigation; or

(iv) circumstances mentioned under clauses (a) to (g) of
section 39 :

Provided further that any person who suffers less from any
stoppage or diminution of water supply to his lands due to any
of the causes named in clause (d) of the preceding provision shall
he cntitled to such remission of water rate payable by him as may
be authorised by the State Government.
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67. No claim for compensation upder this Act for any damage
shall be entertained after the expiration of one year irom the
time when the damage complained of commenced, provided that
the Divisional Canal Officer on sufficient cause shown to bhis satis-
faction by the claimant for not making the claim within such
period may condone the delay, and entertain the claim. .

68. (1) In every case of entry upon any land and buiiding

- or the utilisation of materials under sections 4, 5, 6, 7 and 60 of

the Canal Officer or tke person moking the eatry shall ascertain
and record the extent of the damage, if any, caused by the entry,

. Oor in the execution of any work, to any crop, tree, building or other

property and the value of the materials taken or utilised and within one
month from the date of such entry, compensation shall be tendered’
by the Canal Officer to the owner or occupier of the property, as the
case may be.

(2) Jf such a tender is not accepted within a week of the
tender, the Canal Officer shall forthwith refer the matter for the
purpose of determining the amount of cowmpensation to the Divisional
Canal Officer who shall decide the matter with the previeus approval
of the Superintending Canal Officer.

(3) The Superintending Canal Officer either svo motu or on the
application of the person concerned, when the matter has not been
referred to the Divisional Canal Officer, may revise the order of
the Canal Officer within a period of two years from the date of
the order. '

69. (1) Tlnless otherwise provided, ail claims for compensation
under this Act otber than claims of the nature provided for in
section 6% shall be made to the Divisional Canal Officer concerned.

(2) The Divisional Canal Officer shall enquire into all such
claims and determine the amount of compensation, if any, which
should be awarded. In determining such amount, the Djvisional
Canal Officer shall be guided by the provisions of the Sections 23
and 24 of the Land Acquisition Act, 1894,

 Provided that regard shall be had to the diminttios i the Market
vaiue, at the time of awarding compensation, of the property in réspect

of which compensation is claimed ; and where such market vajue 18
not ascertainable the amount of the diminution of the annual net pro-

. f}fs oi S}ich property caused by the eXercise of the powers conferred by
cthis Act ; i

Provided further that no order determining the amount of compen-

-sation shall be made by the Divisional Canal Officer under this section
~without the previous approval of the Superintending Canal Officer,

70.  Any person aggrieved by the order of the Superintending Canal

" Officer or the Divisional Canal Officer under Section 68, or of the

Divisional Canal Officer under Section 69, may prefer within 90 days
from the date of communication of the order, appeal tothe prescribed

. 2uthority.
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71. All sums of money payable for compensation awarded under Payment of

this Chapter shall become due three months after the fina) award is Compensa-
: . 1 8 : tion & inte-

made, and simple interest of the rate as may be prescribed but not rest thereof.
less than five percentum per annum shall be allowed on any such sum
remaining unpaid after the said three months, except when the non-
piyment of such sum is caused by the neglect or refusal of the claimant
to apply for or received the same.

CHAPTER X
SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES
Inquiry into

72. (1) The Canal Officer, may if he considers necessary pass an E
T . " disputes for
arder as to the use or distribution of water from a water course or use cf dis.
lield channel amongst persons in any land or a group of lands or in tribution of
a1y holdings or groups of holdings in such land or lands. water.

Provided that no such order shall be passed by the Canal Officer
without making any inquiry into the matter and without giving notice
to all the persons interested that on a day to be named in such nctice,
he shall proceed to inquire .into the said matter.

{2) Whenever a difference arises between two or more persons
to regard to their mutual rights or liabilities in respect of the use
«r maintenance of a water course or field channel or field drain
dany such person may apply in writing to the Canal Officer stating
‘the matter in dispute.

(3) On receipt of the application under sub-section (2), the
Canal Officer shall give notice to the other persons interested, and
on a day to be named in such notice, he shall proceed to enquire
(into such matter and after the enquiry, he shall try to bring about
I compromise, between the parties. '

(4) On the failure of the Canal Officer to ‘ring about com-
promise, he shall pass an interim order as regards the use of
maintenance of a water course of field chanpel or field drain pending
the disposal of the disputes and he shall forward the dispute to
the Divisional Canal Officer along with his findings and the Divisional
Canul Officer shall pass an order thereon after giving a hearing to
this parties,

(3) The Superintending Canal Officer, within whose jurisdiction
the water course or field channel or field drain is'situated, may,
on his own motion or on an application- made in this behalf by
an aggrieved person, revise an order passed by a Divisional Canal
Officer under sub-section (4): '

Provided that no such application shall lie unless it is made
within a period of thirty days from the date of such order.

(6) No order passed under this Section shall be liable to be
called in question in any civil court.
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CHAPTER XI
SAFETY OF IRRIGATION WORK

73. Except as may be prescribed, no person other than the
Canal Officer shall—

(a) interfere with or encroach upen an irrigation work; or

(b) construct any earthen or masonary bund or weir on any

channel or stream, flowing above or below any irrigation
work.

74. The Canal Officer may issue an order to the person con-
cerned interfering or encroaching upon any irrigation work to remove
the same within a time to be fixed in the order; and if the person
concerned does not Comply with the order, the Canal Officer may
remove the encroachment and take such either action as may be
necessary and recover the expenses thereof from the person concerned.

Provided that the Canal Officer, may, in case of an emergency
réemove the encroachment or take the necessary acticn before issuing

the order, and recover the expenses thereof from the person
concerned.

75. (1) Every owner whose tank, .vzell, pond, spring pond or
other reservoir is situated above any irrigation work, shall maintain
the bunds and surplussing arrangements of such tank, well, pond,

spring  pend, spring channels or reservoir in a safe and efficient
condition.

(2) If, in the opinion of the Canal Officer, such bunds or
surplussing arrangements of the works referred to in sub-section (1)
are not in a fit condition and are likely to endanger the irrigation
works below, then the owner concerned shall be served with a notice
to bring such bunds or surplussing arrangements to a reasonably
fit conditions, in such manner and within such time as may be
specified in the notice.

(3) If the said owner fails to comply with the notice within
the time specified or does repairs which in the opinion of the Cana}
Officer are unsatisfactory the Canal Officer may carry out the neces.-
sary repairs and recover the cost from the said owner.

{4) From any order of the Canal Officer under this section apd
appeal shall lie within thirty days from the date of communication
of the order, to the Divisional Canal Officer, whose decision thereon:
shall be final.

75. No person shall conduct mining or quarrying operations
requiring the use of explosives within such "distance ag may be
prescribed from the foundaries of an irrigation work. without the
written permission of the Capal Officer.
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77. Notwithstanding anything contained to the countrary im sub-
aection (4) of section 3, no well exclusively for domestic use, either
on personal or community basis, shall be excavated within such
distance, as may be specified by the State Government from time
to time, from the. boundaries of. an. irrigation work without the
dcvious sanction of the authority specified by the State Govern-
wont and subject to such conditions - as the authority may impose.

.78, No person shall have the right to fish or ply any vessel
in the reservoir, pond or tank or across or along a canal or channel
maintained or controlled by the Government without the permission
W writing of the State Government or of such Officer as may be
empowered in this behalf by the State - Government and -except
upder such terms and. conditions and *subject to payment of such
fses as may be prescribed. ,

v 79, No person other .than the Canal Officer or any Officer
duly ‘empowered in this - behalf shali let out water from. a canal
ot channel by cutting the . bund, constructing a sluice or outlet
Q¢ any other similar contrivance.

BO. (1) Save as provided in this Act, no persoa shall ahstract
witer for any purpose by the installation of pump sets or other
glecirical or mechanical devices * for pPumping water.from an irrigation
work except with the permission of the. Divisional Canal Officer
within whose jurisdiction such pump sets or other devices for abstraction
of water are installed and subject to such terms and conditions and
swhject to the payment of such tees, as may be prescribed.

(2) If any person abstract water from an irrigation. work in
violation of sub-section (1), the Divisional Canal Cfficer or any
person authorised by him in that behalf shall have the power to
onter into.any property, place or premises in which any construc-
tion is made or any pump set or other electrical or m echanical
device is installed tor the abstrastion of the water and remove or
cause to be removed such construction or pump set or other device.

‘(3) The Divisional Canal Officer or the person authorised under
sub-section (2) may also confiscate any pump sct or other electrical

or mechanical device if “he s satisfied that such confiscation is
necessary for the prevention of the abstraction of water,

81. No person shall deposit any produce of mides or earth
or any other material in Or near any channel cor feld drain or
other work, whether natural or artificial, through which rain or
other water flows into any irrigation work.

82. (1) No person shall without the permission of the Divi.
sionasl Canal Officer, pollute or discharge sewage effluent or trade
efMuent in the water of any irrigation work - -which may injure to
the irrigation work or may deteriorate the quality of water of the
Irrigation work or may give rise to the growth of any weeds in
the irrigation work. :

(2) The provisions of the Water (Prevention and Control -of
Pullution)  Act, 1974 will apply with regard to matters in
sibescetion (1), . B
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CHA!TER XU
OFFENCES AND PENALTIES

Whoever '-'voh'mtarily or without proper authority :

damages, alters, enlarges, obstructs or encroaches upon amy
irrigation work; o

interferes with increases or decreased the level and supply of
water in, or the flow of water from, through,” over or undcr,
any irrigation work;

interferes with or alters the flow of water in any river or

stream, so as to endanger, damage or render less useful any
irrigation work;

being responsible for the maintenance of water course or field
channel, or using a water course or field channel, neglectsto
take proper precauntions for the preveation of waste of the
water thereof, or interferes with the authorised distributios

of water therefrom, or uses such water in an unauthons:d
manner;

causes any vessel to enter or navigate on any irrigation werk

contrary to the rules for the time being prescribed by the
State Government;

while navigating on any irrigation work, neglects to take propér
precautions for the safety of the irrigation work and of
vessels thereon;

neglects, without reasonable cause, ‘to carry out or to com-
tinue to carry out daties in conpection with the execution of

any repair or work when lawfully bound to do under
section 58;

destroys or moves any level-—mark or water-gauge fixed by
the authority of a public servaat.

opens, shuts or obstructs or attempts to open shut or
obstruct any sluice or outlet or any other similar conm—
vance in any irrigation work;

allows cattle to graze or be tethered on the irrigation work
or pass any animal or vehicles on any irrigation work;

grows or allows to grow any crop in coatravention of a
notification under sub-section (2) of Section 42;

uses water from an irrigation work without obtaining the
permission required under sub-section (5) of Section 38;

contravenes any of the provisions of the Act or of. any
rules made thereunder.

liable on conviction before a Magistrate, for offences

mentioned in clauses (1) to (6), (8) and (12) to a fine not exceeding

Rupees

ope thousand. or imprisonment not exceeding one year
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or with both and for offences mentivned in clauses (7), (8) to an
and (13) to a fine not exceeding Rupees five hundred or to im-
prisonment not exceeding two mcenths or with both.

Provided that for a second or subsequent offence under clauses
(1) to (6), (8) and (12) fine shall not be less than Rupees two
tundred and under clauses (7); (9) to (1!) and (13) fine shall not
Bo lcss than rupees fifty:

Provided further that in case of a continuing offence of daily
fine of not less than rupees fifty during the period of continuance
of the offence shall also be imposed.

84. The penalties and punishments mentioned to the Water (Pre-
wentioned Control of Pollution) Act 1974 will be applicable for violating
the provision of section 82. :

85. (1) When any person is convicted of an offence under section
83, the Magistrate may order that the said person shall remove the
obstruction or repair the damage of replace or repair the land mark,
fevel mark, water gauge or apparatus in respect of which the conviction
has taken place within a period to be fixed in such order.

(2) Without prejudice to the power of the Canal Officer under
section 74, if such person ncglects or refuses to obey such order
within the periodso fixed, the Canal Officer may carry out the work
in accordance with such order and the cost thereof shall be recoverable
- from such person. ' '

86. Whoever abets any offence punishable under this act or
attempts to commit any such offence shall be punished with the punish-
ment provided in this Act for such offence.

) 87. Nothing contained in this Act shall prevent any person from
hoing prosecuted under any other law or the. time beingin force for
any act or omission made punishable by this Act.

88. Notwithstanding anything contained in the Code of Criminal

Procedure, 1973, all offences punishable under this Act shall be cogni-
sable and vailable.

89. Any person in charge of, or employed upon aany irrigation
work, mayremove from the land or buildings belonging thereto, or
muy tike into custody without 2 warrant and without unnecessary delay
Lake to a- Magistrate or in the absence of the Magistrate take to the
qenrest Police Station, any person who within his view :

(n) wilfully damages, alters, enlarges or obstructs any irrigation
work ;

(b) without proper authority interferes with the supply or flow
of waste, in or from any irrigation work so asto endanger,
damage or render less useful such irrigation work.
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90. (J) Whenever any person is fined for an offence under this
Act, the court which imposes such fine, or which coufirms in appeal’
or revision a sentence of such fine or a sentence of which such fine-
forms part may direct that the whole or any part of such fine may
be paid by way of reward to any person who gave information leading.
to the detection of such offence or to the conviction of the offender.

(2) Ifthe fineis ordered to be paid as a reward by a court whose-
decision is subject to appeal or revision, the amount ordered to be so-
paid, shall not be paid until the period - specified for presentation of the
appeal has elapsed, ot if aan appeal is preferred till after the decision:
of the'appeal, . :

91. (1) If theperson committing an offence under this Actis a
Company, the Company as well as every person in charge of and respon-
sible to the company for the conduct of its business.at the time. of
the commission of the ofience shall be deemed 10 be guilty of the offence-
and shall be liable to be proceeded against and punished accordingly.

Provided that nothing contained in this sub-section shall render any-
such person liableto any punishment if he proves that the offence was.
committed without bis knowledge or that he exercised due deligence to-
prevent the commission of such offence.

(2) Notwithstauding anything contained in sub-section {}) where
an offence under this act has been committed by a company and itis
proved that the offence bas been committed with the consent or conni-
vance of, or that the commission of the offence is attributable to any
neglect on the part of any Director, Manager, Secretary, or other officer
of the Comgpany, such Director, Manager, Secretary or other Officers.
shall also be deemed to be guilty of that offence and shall be liable to-
be proceeded against and punished accordingly. .

Explaiation : for the purposes of this section ;

(@) “Company’: mezans a body corporate and includes a firm or
other association of individuvals : and

(b) “Director” in relation to a firm meaus a partser in the firm..

92. Any Capal Officer duly empowered under this Act may
accept before the institution of a prosecution under this Act, from.
any person, against whom a reasonable belief exists that he has-
committed an offence punishable under this A:t or the rules made-
thereunder, a sum of mouney as may be prescribed but not exceeding:
two hundred rupees, by way of composition for such offence.
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CHAPTER XIIl
MISCELLANEOUS

93. When the persom causing any damage, alteration, enlarge-
mant or obstruction to apy irrigation work without proper 2uthority
gnpnot after such enquiry as the Divisional Carpal Officer may deem
aullleient be ascertained or indentified, the Divisional Canal Officer
paty, on regquisitiza from the Canal Officer afier giviag ot less
thitn one month’s notice to the owners and occupiers of all lands
Banefitted thereby, and after bearing their representatioms if any,
gaover [tom them, in such proportion as he thinks - fit, the cost
of repairing such damage, or of removing such alteration or
abateuction,

|
~ 9. (1) Whenever any sum is to be paid by any person under
thin Act and the sum has not been paid within the time prescribed
for such payment, it shall be recoverable as arrear/arrears of land
fgvenye with interest not exceeding twelve percent per annum as
inay be prescribed.

~ (2), Whea any sum is recovered as above under sub-section (1)
ol Section 27 and sub-section (1) of section 28, it shall be paid
to the prryon who is entitled to recsive the same.

9%, (1) The State Government or, subject to such rules as
may be made upder this Act, any Officer so empowered in this
behulf, may :

(1) appoint such officers with such designations, define the.

local limits of jurisdiction of such officers and assign to
them respectively such powers and duties under this act,
as the State Government or such officer may deem fit;

(b} invest any government officer jn any department, ecilher
pcrsonally, or in right of his oifice, or any other persous,
with such powers and impose upon him such duties, under
this Act, as the State Government or such Officer, may
deem fit.

Provided that any assignment of, or investment with powers or
Juties made under this section may at any time be cancelled or
vericd by the State Government or such Officer.

(2) The State Government shall have the power to direct in
the manner . prescribed the anpual inspsction of and submission of
reports on all irrigation works in respect of their proper maintenance
wud repair. - ‘

96. Any officer empowered under this Act to conduct any
enquiry may exercise all such powers conpected with summoning
and eyamining the witnesses and the production of documents as
are conlerred on a civil court by the Code of civil Procedure, 1908
and every such enquiry shall be deemed to be a judicial proceeding.
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97. (1) No suit, prosecution or other proceeding shall lie against
any officer or servant of ‘the State Government, for any act doge
Orf purporting to be done under this Act, without the previous
sanction of the State Government -

(2) Mo officer or servant of . the State ‘Government shall be
liable 'in respect “of any such act in any civil or criminal proceedin
if . the act was" done in good faith in the course of the execution
of. duties ‘or th ‘discharge of the functions imposed by or under
this Act, T e e ' C N
(3) Save as otherwise provided in this Act, mo suit shall .be
instituted against the State Government in respect of any act done
uzless the suit is instituted within six months from the date of the

act complained of.

98. (1) The State Government may, from time to time, em-
power, the village Panchayats to discharge any of the functions
entrusted to the Government under this Act.

(2) Without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing provision,
the State Government may entrust the village Panchayats with the respon-
sibility of constructing and maintaining small irrigation works such as

tanks, tubewells, water courses and field channel and regulate supply of
water theréfrom.

99. If the State Government is of the" opinion that it is in the
public interest to' entrust distribution of water supply when given in
bulk at the Féad regulator ‘or outlet to farmers’ co-operative societjes,
the State Government may by rules provide for the formation of such
societies on such conditions as may be prescribed. ’

100. (1) The State Government may, by notification, make rules
forthe” purpose of carrying into “effect the provisions of this Act.

(2) Every rule made under this Act shall be laid as soon as may be,
after it is made, “before the State Legisiature while itisin Session for
the~total period of fourteen days which ‘may be comprised in one
$ession or in two succéssive sessions, and if, before the éxpiry of the
session in which itis so laid or the session immediately following, the
House agrees in making any modification in the rule or the house

be, so however, thatany such modification or annualment shall he

without prejudice to the validity of anything previously done or committed
1o be doue under that rule,
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Serving notice of demands for payment of betterment levy.

[ndicates the method of paymenf of contribution.

Payment by occap}zrs.

Protection from liabilities for damages.

Defines the power to requisition services of labour in emergency.
Provides for the preparation of a list of able bodied persons.

Defines the powérs to enter and remove obstruction in .urgency.
Appeal for revision of wages.

Prohibition of encroachments.

. Enactment of encroachers.

Provides for issue of notification declaring intention to construct

drainage works.

Provides for the preparation of a scheme for field drains.
Indicates the conditions for award of compensation.

Defines the limitation of claims of compensation.

Tendering of compensation for entry damége etc.

Stipulates the methods for assessing and awarding compensation.

Provides for appeals against compensation

, Paymeng of compensation and interest thereof.

Provides for enquiry into dlsputes connected with the d1stnbut10n and_
use of water.

Provides for prohibition for interference and obstruction.

Provides for the removal of enchroachers.

Provides for maintenance of tanks, ponds, wells etc.

Provides for prohibiting operation of mining/quarry works in the
vicinity of irrigation works.

Prevides for the prohibition of well excavation in the vicinity of irriga-
tion works.

Provides for prohibiting fishing and plying of vessels.

Prohibition of letting out water.

Prohibition of obstruction of water without authority.

Prohibition of egrth deposit and produce cf mines.

Provides for the preveation of pollution.
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Provides for the levy of penalty for offences committed under the Act.
Penalties for violation at section 82 of the Act.

Empowers to order for restoration and repair of damages and
obstructions.

Provides for levy of penalty for abefment and attempt to commit
offences.

Saving of prosecution under other laws,

Procedure in office under the Act.

Powers of Officers to arrest offenders.

Power to order reward out of fine. -

Procedure to be adopted in case of.offences committed by a
€ompany. '

Composition of offenders.
Procedure for recovery of cost of repairs.
Procedure for recovery of sums due under the Act.

Provides for the appointmeng of officers under the Act

and invésting
them with powers.
Powers to summon witnesses and documents.

Section for prosecution and filing sqit and bar of legal proceedings for
acts done in good faith.

Entrustment of power to village Panchayats,
Entrustment to Co-operative Societies.

This clause empowers the State Government to make Rules consistent
with the provisions of the Act.



[RRIGATION BILL IN MANIPUR
GTATEMENT OF REASONS JUSTIFYING THE BIEL

[, 'fhe Consiitution of India empowers the States to enact ﬁegislations
regarding Water i.e. Water Supplies, Irrigation, Canals, Water Storage apd
Witer Power. ,

2. No legislation has been enacted regarding water so far in the State
af Muanipur.

\. linactment of Irrigation Bill is immediately required for controlling
gl repuliting the following aspects :—

() application of water for public purpose.

(hy construction of irrigation works including water courses, field ¢hannels

und fields drains.’ '

(¢) regulation of irrigation supplies. -

(§) levy of betterment contribution and water rates.

(¢) requisition of labour and materials in emergency.

() settlement of disputes. .
(g) protection of irrigation works including offences and penalties.

4. The present bill seeking to provide for use and control by the State
for public purposes the water of zll the rivers and streams flowing in natural
channets, of all lakes and other natural collection of still water and to that
end enact law relating to jrrigation levy and assessment of water rates and

hetterment contribution.

4, The ecnactment of Irrigation Bill for the State has become very urgent
for proper management of the commanded areas which will be provided with
ievigation facilities turough Gifferent types of Irrigation Frojects shortiy.

n, In order to rspliss some revepne from those projects to meet af least

a puit of the runping and maintenance expenditure, the various users are
propoasd (o he charged with water rates at specified rates for different crops.
This |n expected to yield an annual revente of about Rs. 17.80 lakhs. Thus,
there will be a deficit of about Rs. 25.42 lakhs which has to be met from

other resources,
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7. The above deficit will be in the operation of Roktak Lift Irrigation
Project (Phase-I) where the power required for operating the pumping sets
is being made available by Diesel Generation. Even though the power by
Diesel Generation is costly, we are to resort to it only for commencing
irrigation in the Loktak Command immediately. However, position will be
reserved when onee power from the Loktak Hydel Project becomes available.,
This will be in a period of about three to four years, from now. During
this period, the irrigation in the commanded area of all the Projects would
have been fully established and possibilities of Increasing water rates to realise
more revenue can be considered for adoptation.



