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NOTIFICATION
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No. 2/5/88-Leg/L.—The following Act of the Legislature, Manipur which
rGeccchd agsent of the President on 21-2-1992 is bereby published in the Masipur
azette.

I. BIJOY SINGH,
Secretary (Law) to the Covt. of Manipur.

THE MANIPUR FISHFXIBS ACT, 1938
(Manipur Act No. 1 of 1992)

AN
ACT

1o provide for the protection, canservation and aevelopment of fisheries in the
State of Manipur.

BE it cnacted by the Legiciature of Manipur in the Thirtynioth Year of
the Republic of India as follows :

1. Short ti‘le, extent .nd eammencement.—(1) This act may be called the
Manipur Fisheries Act, 1988,

2 Ii cxi':r;d: to the whole State of Manipur.

(3% It shall come into force on such date or dates as the State Government
may, by notification in the official Gazette, appoint and different dates may be
uppointed for different provisions in the Act.



2.

f

2. Definitions.—In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires: —
(1) “fish’ includes shell fish and fish in all stages of its life ;

(2) “fishery’ means a declared fisherv and includes e nei~“-ria' ar-1 where
the fishes declared to be the fish of that fisbery can oreed and rear ;

(3) ‘Fishery Officer’ means the Director of Fisheries and iacludes any
Officer or class of Officers empowered by the State Governmeat to
act as Fishery Officer ;

(4) ‘private water’ mecans which are the exclusive property of any person
or persons including a religious institution where the owner or owners
or his agent have the exclusive right of fishing, and inciudes tank,
pond, artificial lake, etc, excavated at the expease of the owner which
have no communication in the rainy season with natural water, such
as river, canal, stream and lake.

EXPLANATION :—Waters shall not cease to be ‘private water' within
the meaning of this definition if apy other person has by usage or custom a right
of fishery therein.

(5) ‘Schedule’ means schedule appended to this Act;

(6) <State’ means the State of Manipur; ’

(7) -State Government’ means the Government of Manipur;

(8) ‘religious insutution’ means a temple. 8 mosque or a Church, any other
shrine dedicated to any god or goddess’ or religious belief; k

(9) ‘religious water” means water belonging to a religious institution where
fishing is prohibited on ground of religion.

(10) ‘Revenue Department’ means the Revenue Department of the Govern-
ment of Manipur.

3. Vesting of declared fishery' — From the date of the commencement of this ]
Act, all declared fishery along with the land within the defined areu of the fisbery '
shall «st in the Fishery Departmuent and the particulars of such declared fisheries -
shall be published in the official Gazette.

4. Right to Fisheries:—The Fishery Officer. with prior approval of the State i
Governomeat and in consultation with the Revenue Department may, by notification
in the official Gazette, declare any fishery to be a declared fishery under this Act
and no right in anysuch fishery shall be deemed to have been acquired by any
person or group of persons after or before the commencement of this Act, except as 1
provided in the rules framed under this Act. :

5. Penalties:—If any person contravenes any of the provisions of this Act or
rules made thereunder, he shall be punishable with imprisoomeant for a term which ;
may extend to one year or with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees, or

with both.

'6. Cognizance of the offence.—Every offence under this Act shall be cog.
nizable.
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7. Arrest without warrant :—(1) Any Fishery Officer or any other person
specially empowered by the State Governraent in this behalf mav arrest any person
committing or attempting to commit a breach of any provision of this Act or rules
made thereunder if the person declines to give bis name aod address or if there is
reasop belief that false name and address is given.

(2) A person arrested under this section may be detained uati! bis came
and address have been correctly ascertained:

Provided that no person so arresied shall be detained longer than may be
necessary for bringing him before a Magistrate, except under an order of a
Magistrate for this detention according to the provisions of the Coce of Criminal
Procedure, 1973 (No. 2 of 1974),

(3) Every Fishery Officer shall have the same powers of search. seizure and
investigations in respect of an offence under this Act as a Police, Officer of the
rank of a Sub-Inspector has under the provisions of the Code of Criminal Pro-

cedure, 1973 (No. 2 of 1974).

8. Jurisdiction of Criminal Courts:—Any offence under this Act shall be
tried by a Magistrate of the First Class. No ccurt shall take cognizance of apy
offeace under this Act except ona report in writing of the facts constituting
such offences by a Fishery Officer or any other person or class of persons
avthorised by the State Gevernment in this behalf,

9. Power to compound offences :—(1) The State Gove ! may, by noti-
fication in the official Gazette, empowers a Fishery Officer by name cr by virtue of

office—

(a) to accept from any person concerning whom evidence exists which if
unrebutted would prove that he has committed aany oience as described
in the first column of the Schedule a2 sum of money by way of compensa-
tion for the oflfence with regard to which such evidence exists and oo the
payment of such sum to such officer such person, if in custody, shall b2
released and no further proceediag shall be taken against him;

(b) to release any property that has been seized as habie to cealiscation
without furtber payment or on payment of the valug thereof as cstimated
by such officer and on the payment of such value such property shall be
released and no further proceeding shall be taken 1o respest thereof.

(2) The sum of money, accepted as compensation under clause (a) of
sub-section (1) shall in po case exceed the amount acceptable as compensation
in the second column of the Schedule for the particular offence described ia

the first column thereof.

10. Officers to be deemed Public servants :—All persc~s empowered to
exercise powers and duties under this Act shall be deemed to be public set-
vants within the meaning ol section 21 of Indian Penal Code 1960 (XLV of 1960).

11. JIndemnity :—No suit, prosecution or other legal proceediing shall lie
against any person for anything which is in good faith doane or intended to be
done  under this Act.



12. Power to make rules :— (1) The State Government may make rules
for the purpose of carrying out the provisions io this Act and also for the
purposes given hereunder.

(2) The State Government may, by notification in the official Gazette,

&pply suchb rules or any of them to any private waters with the conseat ia
writing of the owner thereof and or all persons having for the time being any

exclusive right of fishery therein:

_ Provided that po such rules made under this section shall apply to aoy
religious waters.
(3) Such rules may,—
(8) prohibit or regulate;
(i) the ercction and use of fixed eogiaes;
(ii) the constraction, temporary or permanent, of weirs, dams and
bunds;
(i) the dimension, size of mesh and kinds of nets to be used
and the mode of using them;
(iv) the ase of more than one method of catching fish at one
time;
(b) prohibit the destruction of, or amy attempt to destroy fishes by
explosives, gun, bow, arrow, or the like in inland waters;

(c) prohibit the destruction of or any attempt to destroy fishes by
using a chemical or any other substances likely to cause polution
of water;

(d) probibit the throwing of into any water of any solid or liquid
which may be barmful to fishes in such water;

(¢) prohibit fishing except under a licence and regulate the grant of
such licence, the fees payable thereof;

(f) prohibit sale or purchase of fish or transport or movement of
fish within or outside the State in excess of the prescribed

quantity under a licence;
(g) prescribe the seasons during which—
(i) the killing or catching of fish or any prescribed species shall be
prohibited;
(ii) sale, movement or transport of any prescribed species shall
be probibited except under a licence;

(h) regulate the grant of licences under clause (g), or prescribe the
fees payable thereof and the conditions to be attached thereto;
and

() prescribe minimum size or weight below which no fish of any
prescribe species shall be sold.

(4) Such rules may also prohibit all fishing in any specified waters for
a specified period.



(5) In making eny iule upder this section, the State Government may

provide for—

(a) the ceizure, removal and forfeiture of any fixed engine, apparatus
or equipment erected or used for fishing cr ceniraventon of the rules;

(b) the forfeiture of any fish procured by means of any such fixed engine,
spparatus or equipment or transported in contravention of the rules;

and

the seizure, removal cr ferfeiture of any animal caits, vessels, crafts,
boats or vehicles used for tramsport in catching hsh in contravention

of the rules.

(4) Every rules made under this Act shall be l4id o5 scen as may be
after 1t 1s aade, before tke Assembly while it iz tn sessicu for a o ta) period
of npot less than fourticen doys which may te cempriscd in one scsiivn or in
two or more tuccessive sessiops and if beicie the expiry of e sossun in
which it is laid or tbe sessions aforesaid, the Astembly makes any mnadiue. tion
in the rule or deccides tlat the rule sheould net be made, the rule shall
thereafter bave cffect only in such medified form or be of no cffect,
as the c(ase may be, 0, however, that any such mcditication or annulecent
shall be witbout prejudice to the validity of apything previcusiy ccne uncer

that rule.

©

13. Repeal and Saving:—On the commencement cf this Act, ©. . of the
following, that is to say,—

(a) the Indian Fisheries Act, 1897 (1V of 18Y7), i its appication 1o the
State of Manipur; and

the Section 13—A of the Manipur Land Revenue ard Land Refurms

(b)
Act, 1940 (No. 30 of 1960,; shall srand repeaicd:

Provided that anything dome or «ny tsken by or under the Act or

section so repealed shell in so far asit i~ cot irconsisient with the provisions
of this Act, te ceemed to have been naude cr taken by cr under this Act
amd shall ccnunue in force until surerceded by :nythipg dire or any aciion

taken under the provisions of this Act.



THE SCHEDULE
(See Section 9)

MAXIMU M AMOUNMIS ACCEPIABLE AS COWPENSATION FOR
CERTALN FISHING OFFENCES UNDER

SECTION—9

—— — ——— . —— e S ———— —— e W e e e, V| e . . e . . s, et .

Descrintion of Oifence Maximum amouat acceptable
as compensation

i.  Fishing with a net having a smaller mesh than Rupees two huodsed.
that osescribed uader the rules made under
the Act.

2. Fishinz without 8 licence, Ditto.

3. Killing or catching ¢r selling r attempting Rupees one bundred.
1o kill, catch or scli fish of asize or weight
less than the stand.rd pe¢.ciibed uvoder this
Act.

4.  Ki'l:mg orecatchine or seiling or atterapting Ditto.
1o ki, catc’y or sell uny dsh of a prohibited
spec es Jiriag # close season,

5. Fishing or atte npi'ng to fish, with any gear Ditto.
or method other than thut perinitted under
the rule.

6. Licence-holders employing or engaging non- = Rupzes three hundred.
licensees (o help them with their nets while
fishi~g.



7.

10.

Fishing or attemptiog to fish in prohibited
waters.

Offering or exposing for sale or barter any
fish the sale of which is prohibited in any
specified area by a ootification issued under

section 4,

Selling or attempting to sell fish for price
above the specified market value.

Exporting or attempting fo export fish ia
contravention of any rule made under
clause (h), sub-section (3) of Section 3.

Rupees one hundred

Ditto.

Ditto.

Rupees five hundred.

Printed st the Directorate of Ptg, & Sty.,

Maaipur/310-G/29-2-92.



