
ANNEXURE- 19 

 

SAMPLE TERMS OF REFERENCE (TOR) FOR BIODIVERSITY ASSESSMENT STUDY  

 

 

1.0   Background : 

 

Power transmission is a less intrusive activity. Its operational activities are totally different 

from other linear transportation corridors.  However, it may have some negative impacts on 

area it traverses and affect any sensitive receptors in its vicinity. In order to ensure that there 

is minimum impact on any important biodiversity area encountered along the routes, if any, a 

specific Biodiversity Assessment Study for this stretch shall be undertaken by independent 

agency to provide necessary mitigation measures that can be incorporated into overall 

Environment Management Plan (EMP) of the project.  
 

2.0  Objectives & Scope of the Study: 

 

The above study aims in identifying potential impacts on flora and fauna and to suggest 

relevant compensatory and mitigatory measures to protect/conserve biodiversity in the likely 

impacted area along RoW of transmission line due to the project activity. To achieve this 

agency/consultant shall carry out a comprehensive study on biological, socio-economic 

aspects along the proposed routes ( RoW) limited to affected biodiversity area and assess the 

potential impacts and risks (direct as well as indirect/ induced) due to the project activities  

and shall suggest appropriate measures for compensating & mitigating measures for managing 

the same. This study will describe the biodiversity values present on the development site and 

the impact of the project activity on these values and also identify reasonable measures and 

strategies that can be taken to avoid and minimise impacts on biodiversity. 

 

 

3.0   Approach and Methodology of the Study:  

 

The study will essentially carried out in two parts: 

 

 i)  Baseline study in order to determine what flora & fauna species of concern might be found 

along the route in such sensitive areas through review of data from secondary sources like 

important data base (IBAT Business), using Satellite imaginary like GIS and GPS 

technique, IUCN Red data lists, other literatures/publications, various notifications/ 

gazette, forest/wildlife management plans and other studies, if available 

 ii) Field study and collection of primary data along the route in protected/sensitive areas on 

key   parameters like 

a) Details of flora & fauna with special reference to endemic/threatened species 

population reported from the study area. 

b) Description of habitat for such endemic/threatened species, , ecology and like threat 

including the breeding, foraging pattern and its conservation plan/biodiversity action 

plan undertaken, if any 

c)  Socio-economic values of the affected area vis-à-vis biodiversity values.  

d) Consultations with forest/wildlife officials, local communities, technical & managerial 

staff of Utility and survey team. 

 



4.0  Output: 
 

The agency will submit biodiversity assessment report including management plan broadly 

covering following aspects:  

 

1) Baseline status of diversity values project affected area:  Biodiversity assessment shall 

include details on forest/ tree cover with species and girth distribution, density/crown, 

description of understory and middle storey flora & fauna, if any, survey of fauna 

including species abundance, major habitats, current distribution etc. The study also cover 

distribution of species in terms of seasonal issues related to breeding and feeding ecology 

and geographical issues related with the movement of wild species including species from 

cryptic habitats. This study also identify any rare, endangered, threatened, and endemic 

species of flora and fauna present along the route. If such species are present, the 

assessment shall also include geographical features and other associations important for 

survival of these species and their role in community ecology. 

 

2) Study of ecological, environmental and socio-economic impacts: The study should 

concentrate on the likely impacts on flora & fauna including their role in community 

ecology due to project activities. The study shall include impact on socio-economic 

aspect and also impact on ancillary activities such as provision of access roads to site, on 

other resources on biodiversity value in the affected area. 

 

3) Management Plan for bio-diversity conservation: Based on the assessment, suitable 

management plan shall be prepared describing adequate compensation, mitigation and 

management measures with respect to identified impacts, if any. It should focus on 

measures for conserving important resources, recommending avoidance of impacts by 

modifying design of specific activities/components if practical, minimum compensatory 

measures required by GoI/State government for mitigation and/or management measures 

for indirect or induced impacts, institutional arrangements including co-ordination 

mechanisms that need strengthening, description of roles and responsibilities, and 

budgetary resources required.  

 

5.0  Resource Requirements: 

 

It is anticipated that the assignment will require a Biodiversity Expert assisted by a field team 

of support professionals including Ecologist, Wildlife Biologist, and Zoologist & 

Environmental Management/Planning Specialist etc. 

  

6.0 Completion Schedule & Final Deliverables: 

 
It is expected that the above study will be completed within 8-14 weeks from the date of 

issuance of Work Order. The agency will submit final report in both hard & soft copy with 

within 2 weeks of acceptance of report. 


